Emily J. Prokesch
730 Peachtree Street NE, #570, Atlanta, GA 30308

(781) 424-3636 ® emily@epforensics.com

Employment:
EP Forensics LLC, Atlanta, GA

Owner, Forensic Consultant & Resource Counsel Jan 2025- Present
Evaluate forensic laboratory files and other scientific evidence, identify scientific and legal issues, and advise on
course of action. Assist lawyers with understanding forensic evidence and conveying complex scientific issues to
judges and juries. Provide additional consulting services including develop litigation plans and case strategies;
conduct research and draft briefs; prepare evidentiary motions, expert witnesses, and cross examination of
opposing experts. Serve as resource counsel and co-counsel for forensic litigation. Identify and develop new
experts. Conduct academic research and trainings on forensic evidence, surveillance technology and Artificial
Intelligence. Consult with offices to design, develop, and implement in-house forensic units and resources. Help
shape and coordinate policy efforts to improve and reform forensic practice and consensus standards

Columbia Law School, New York, NY
Lecturer in Law Sep 2021-Present
Created and teach Forensic Evidence Seminar and Pretrial Motions Practice Seminar. Taught Trial Practice Seminar.

Prior Work Experience:

New York State Defender Association, Albany, NY

Team Leader, Discovery and Forensic Support Unit Jun 2023-Oct 2024
Built and led new unit dedicated to providing discovery and forensic support for defenders statewide.
Responsibilities included: developing training curriculum; planning and implementing trainings; creating intake
process for case consults, providing direct litigation support to defenders, serving as resource counsel and other
strategic litigation initiatives; developing forensic policy agenda, assess and assist with systemic issues relating to
the misuse of science and surveillance, including lab investigations; staying abreast of scientific and legal
developments, creating resources for attorneys; developing experts. Provided discovery support through direct
case assistance, trainings and policy initiatives. Directly supervised unit staff and worked with management team
for unit development, strategic planning, and implementing initiatives. Continued representation of capital
client through resolution of the case in February 2024.

The Office of the Georgia Capital Defenders, Atlanta, GA

First Chair Trial Attorney Sep 2021-Jun 2023
Led capital teams comprised of attorneys, investigators and mitigation specialists for clients facing capital charges
in Georgia, including directing fact and mitigation investigation, analyzing discovery, developing litigation
strategy, working with experts, and creating media strategies. Litigated numerous pre-trial motions, tried double
homicide case to verdict, and resolved four death penalty cases with non-death outcomes. Created forensic
trainings, including a six-part DNA series; assisted lawyers with forensic litigation; presented at conferences.
Remained part of capital team for one client on pro bono basis through resolution of the case in February 2024.

The Bronx Defenders, Bronx, NY

Forensic Practice Director Feb 2019-Sep 2021
Managed the forensic practice for the Criminal Defense Practice, which included overseeing forensic litigation,
supervising FPG staff attorneys, providing direct litigation support to attorneys, developing resources and
trainings, advising management on strategic litigation and policy agenda. Supervised and supported attorneys’
work with experts, including hiring experts and preparing for testimony. Collaborated with city, state, and
national defense community on forensic litigation and policies, including writing amicus briefs, participating in
coalitions, commenting on proposed standards, and testifying before city council. Managed a reduce caseload
representing clients facing homicides and serious, complex felonies. Member of the Homicide Practice Group.
Lead counsel on the Frye litigation People v. Ross/A.M., which was the first admissibility hearing in New York State
courts on firearms toolmark evidence, resulting in the exclusion of all evidence other than class characteristics.



Supervising Attorney, Criminal Defense Practice Aug 2017-Aug 2019
Supervised criminal defense attorneys with varying levels of experience on an interdisciplinary team, facilitated
holistic practices and supported attorney development. Responsibilities included: providing direct case support
from arraignment through disposition of case and in-court trial supervision; reviewing substantive written and
trial work; evaluating attorney performance; co-counseling serious felonies and life cases. Participated in
supervisory group to develop policies, conduct trainings, and address issues to strengthen practice. Managed
reduced case load. Member of the Forensic Practice Group and Homicide Practice Group.

Staff Attorney, Criminal Defense Practice Sep 2011-Sep 2016
Represented indigent clients facing criminal charges from arraignments through resolution of case, including
directing investigation, collecting mitigation, analyzing discovery, litigating pretrial motions, conducting hearings
and trials, written legal advocacy, engaging in oral and written plea negotiations and sentencing advocacy.
Worked collaboratively with team, including co-counsel, investigators, social workers, immigration and family
defense attorneys. Member of Forensic Practice Group.

The Office of the Maryland Public Defender, Prince George’s County, MD

Senior Felony Trial Attorney, Homicide Certified Sep 2016-Aug 2017
Represented clients charged with violent felonies, homicides, and violations of probation. Member of statewide
team litigating JLWOP resentencing. Developed and conducted officewide trainings on forensic issues and
spearheaded statewide initiative to change jury selection process to allow for attorney conducted wvoir dire.

Clayman, Rosenberg, Kirshner & Linder, LLP New York, NY

Paralegal Aug 2005-Jun 2008
Assisted attorneys in major criminal and civil securities fraud federal cases. Managed large e-discovery
productions and electronic databases; utilized online platforms and case management programs to organize
discovery; reviewed and digested evidence. Organized case materials and trial exhibits, prepared client to testify,
reviewed attorneys’ written and trial work, and analyzed jury data. Attended client interviews with the
government, drafted memoranda, and prepared sentencing submissions.

Prior Academic Experience:

New York University School of Law, New York, NY

Adjunct Professor Law Sep 2024-Jan 2025
Co-created and co-taught Artificial Intelligence and The Criminal Legal System, covering cutting-edge, emerging, and
potentially transformational science and technical issues percolating in the criminal legal system, with a focus on
racial justice and resource allocation, as well as the constitutional, statutory, and evidentiary implications.

Emory Law School, Atlanta, GA

Adjunct Professor Aug 2022-Jan 2024
Created and teach Forensic Evidence course covering the use of forensic methods and tools of mass surveillance in
the criminal legal system, with a focus on the relationship between scientific validity and evidentiary reliability,
constitutional implications, the impact on racial inequity and mass criminalization.

Education:

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, New York, NY

Juris Doctor, Cum Laude May 2011
Archie A. Gorfinkle Award for work in Criminal Law

Moot Court Honors Society

Columbia University, Barnard College, New York, NY
Bachelor of Arts in American Studies, Concentration in Race and Class in U.S. History May 2005
Oscar S. Straus Fellow, Guggenheim Fellowship in Criminal Justice & Crime Prevention



Bar Admissions:

State of New York (2012);

State of Georgia (2021);

Georgia Supreme Court (2025).

Application pending for United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia (submitted Dec 2025)
Applying for admission to United States District Court for the Southern & Eastern Districts of New York (Dec. 2025)

Certifications:

Georgia Death Penalty Certification (2021, 2022, 2023);

Colorado Capital Voir Dire College (May 2022);

STRMix Training, Virtual Full Workshop (Jan. 2021);

National Criminal Defense College, Advanced Cross (Nov. 2019); TPI Trial Institute (July 2017).

Committees:
National Institute for Standards and Technology, Organization of Scientific Area Committees for Forensic
Science, Forensic Science Standards Board: Standards Review Panel (Dec. 2025-present);

ASTM International, E30 Forensic Sciences Committee & E30.11 Interdisciplinary Subcommittee, Affiliate Member,
(April 2025-present);

Center for Integrity of Forensic Science, STRMix Advisory Group, (January 2025-present);

National Institute for Standards and Technology, Organization of Scientific Area Committees for Forensic
Science) Legal Task Group: Chair (July 2024-present); Vice Chair, (2022-2024); Member, Facial Identification
Subcommittee (2020-2022);

National Forensic College, Pattern Matching Planning Committee Faculty, (2020-present);
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Intensive Trial Advocacy Program (ITAP) Faculty, (2019-present);
New York City Bar, Criminal Courts Committee Member (2018-2020).

Publications:
Emily J. Prokesch, Richard E. Gutierrez. Commentary on: R. Austin Hicklin et al. Accuracy and reproducibility of
bullet comparison decisions by forensic examiners. Forensic Sci. Int’l. 2024; 365,

112287. htps://doi.org/10.1016/].forsciint.2024.112287

Emily J. Prokesch, The Myth of the Match: Pattern Matching in Cases Involving Firearms Evidence. 98 Wis. Law.
8-13 (February 2025).

Gutierrez, Richard & Prokesch, Emily. (2024). Authors' response. Journal of Forensic Sciences. 70.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15660

Gutierrez, R.E. and Prokesch, E.]J. (2024), Authors' response. ] Forensic Sci, 69: 2346-
2348. https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15613

Gutierrez RE, Prokesch EJ. The False Promise of Firearms Examination Validation Studies: Lay Controls,
Simplistic Comparisons, and the Failure to Soundly Measure Misidentification Rates. ] Forensic Sci. 2024;

69:1334-49. https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15531

Select Trainings & Presentations:
The Evolving Nature of Forensics. OCDLA and the Forensic Justice Project 2025 Winter Conference: Forensics

for the Factfinder, Portland, OR (Dec 5-6, 2025);

The Source Identification is Coming In: Crossing the Examiner & Closing on the Scientific Flaws of The

Method. Pattern Matching Day, National Forensic College, New York, NY (Jun 2025);

Chipping Away at Source Identification: Developing a Menu of Potential Issues to Litigate in Your Case. Pattern
Matching Day, National Forensic College, New York, NY (Jun 2025);


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2024.112287
https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15660
https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15613
https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-4029.15531

The Dreaded Digital Dump: how to strategically tackle the digital evidence in your case. Missouri State Public
Defender Spring Training 2025, Kansas City, MO (April 2025);

Frye for Family Defenders: Understanding & Litigating the Admissibility of Science & Technology. The Bronx
Defenders, Family Defense Practice, Bronx, NY (April 2025);

The False Promise of Firearms Examination Validation Studies: Lay Controls, Simplistic Comparisons, and the

Failure to Soundly Measure Misidentification Rates. 77" Annual Conference of the American Academy of
Forensic Science, Baltimore, MD (Feb 2025);

What is AI’ Leveraging Technology in Criminal Defense & Beyond. 2025 Community Defenders, Inc. Seminar,
University of San Diego, San Diego, CA (Jan 2025);

The Dreaded Digital Dump: how to strategically tackle the digital evidence in your case. Wisconsin Bar
Association’s Forensic Justice Institute, W1 (Jan 2025);

The Great and Powerful Oz: Generative Artificial Intelligence Tools in Federal Practice. Saint Crispin’s Day
Celebration CLE, Atlanta, GA (Oct 2024);

Recent FATM Admissibility Litigation: Lessons Learned in 2023/2024. National Forensic College, New York,
NY (Jun 2024);

Should I Challenge the FATM Evidence! How To Analysis Your Case for a Challenge. National Forensic
College, New York, NY (Jun 2024);

The Criticisms: How to Explain Them to a Judge and Rebut Common Government Retorts. National Forensic

College, New York, NY (Jun 2024);

Pattern Matching Evidence: The Criticisms of the FATM Foundational Research and the Daubert Factors.
National Forensic College, New York, NY (Jun 2024);

The Basics of Working with Experts: A Practical Guide, New York State Defender Association 38th Annual
Metropolitan Trainer, New York, NY (Mar2024);

Artificial Intelligence and the New York State Judiciary. Working Group on Judicial Administration and Artificial
Intelligence, New York, NY (Jan-Feb 2024);

DNA Part II: Motions. New York State Defender Association’s Forensic Webinar Series (Jan 2024);

Strategically Fighting Against FATM Evidence. New York State Defender Association’s Forensic Webinar Series,
(Dec 2023);

Challenging Firearms Toolmarks Evidence Part I & II, Federal Defenders Multitrack Training, Minneapolis, MN
(Aug 2023);

Issues Surrounding Qualifications of an Expert Witness for Forensic Disciplines (Defense Perspective). Forensic
Technology Center of Excellence Virtual Workshop Series: Qualifications of an Expert Witness for Legal
Professionals Part I: The Daubert Standard, National Institute of Justice (Aug 2023);

Litigating Cases with Forensic Evidence. Georgia Public Defense Council. Atlanta, GA (Jun 2023);

Friction Ridge Comparisons: Turning Weaknesses and Limitations into Viable Admissibility Challenges.
National Forensic College, New York, NY (Jun 2023);

Forensic Evidence Seminar: Innovative Teaching Methods; Temple Beasley School of Law Advocacy Teaching
Innovations and Realtime Storytelling, (May 2023);

Challenging Firearms Toolmark Evidence. Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Forensic Seminar.

Atlanta, GA (Mar 2023);
Ethical Considerations in Cases Involving Forensic Evidence; New York State Defender Association, (Mar 2023);

Challenging the Admissibility of Firearms Comparison Evidence; California Capital Defense Seminar, Monterey,

CA (Feb 2023);



Unpacking, Challenging and Using Forensic Science Standards in Litigation. California Capital Defense
Seminar, Monterey, CA (Feb 2023);

Firearms and Toolmarks Examination 101: A Foundational Validity Challenge under Daubert. Georgia Capital
Defender Annual Training, GA (Jan 2023);

Geofence Warrants & RICO: An overbroad investigation that builds an overbroad prosecution. Georgia Public

Defender Council Gang/ RICO Defense Conference, Peachtree City, GA (Oct 2022);

Legal Frameworks of Forensic Admissibility & Expert Testimony ~ Keeping Everyone in Their Lane: The SANE
Nurse. OSPD, MPDA, and Federal Public Defender Conference, Tupelo, MS (Oct 2022);

Putting it All Together: Litigating Admissibility, Weight & Expert Issues. Georgia Capital Defender’s Six Part
DNA Training Series, Atlanta, GA (Aug 2022);

Firearms and Toolmarks: Overview, Introduction to FATM Examinations & Hands-on Experience Examining
Cartridge Casings. National Forensic College, New York, NY (June2022);

Firearms and Toolmarks: Taking Admissibility Challenges to the Next Level. National Forensic College, New
York, NY (Jun 2022);

DNA Day: Unpacking the NIST DNA Mixture Review Comments. National Forensic College, New York, NY
(Jun 2022);

DNA 101 & The Path of a Case. Georgia Capital Defender’s Six Part DNA Training Series, Atlanta, GA (Mar
2022);

Legal Frameworks of Forensic Admissibility & Introduction to Litigation Strategy. Georgia Capital Defender’s
Six Part DNA Training Series, Atlanta, GA (Feb 2022);

Foundational Problems and Limitations in Pattern Evidence. Texas Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’

DNA Seminar (Jan 2022);

Pattern Matching Evidence—Firearms and Toolmarks: Government Witnesses’ Research. National Forensic

College (Jul 2021);

Pattern Matching Evidence—Firearms and Toolmarks: Introduction to the Goals of FATM Training Sessions.
National Forensic College, (Jul2021);

Foundational Problems and Limitations in Pattern Evidence. Texas Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’

Forensic Seminar (Apr2021);

How to Litigate a Frye Hearing. New York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’ Weapons for the Fire,
(Dec 2020);

Pattern Matching Leadership Training Series. National Forensic College, (Jun - Jul 2020).



